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thing,” said Mr. Holland, ‘ I  I thought that at 
least you did know something.” 
THE ROYAL COLLEGE O F  SURGEONS O F  IRELAND. 

Mr. Swanzy said he spoke as Vice-President of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland. The 
full control of the proposed Society was vested 
in seven laymen, not in the nurses themselves ; 
but nurses should govemrthemselves, and nurses 
and the medical profession should be directly 
and largely represented, any other system would 
be intolerable and contrary to  precedent in other 
professions. Modern nursing owed its high 
standard almost entirely to women. Further, 
nurses should have control of the money they 
themselves contributed. One mode of Registra- 
tion, on. a sound basis, would be acceptable to  
Ireland, but the present suggestion was absolutely 
unsound. 

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Sir Victor Horsley, on behalf of the British 

Medical Association, said that he and his colleagues 
had given time to come there that aay because 
of the question of principle involved. The time 
had long gone by for private societies to carry 
out State purposes. 
. He had to report that the last Annual Repre- 

sentative Meeting of the British Medical Associa- 
tion passed a resolution in favour of the principle 
of State Registration. That meeting was strongly 
of opinion that medical practitioners felt the need 
of a system of State Registration for Nurses. The 
medical profession would only, however, accept 
State Registration, not a pseudo scheme. There 
was no representation of medical practitioners 
and nurses of any kind whatever. 

The medical profession was strongly ppposed to  
the application of the proposed Society, and 
objected to its incorporation under any circum- 
stances whatever. They wele absolutely with the 
R.B.N.A. as to  the infringement of its Charter. 
The medical profession was acting in the public 
interest in supporting State Registration. It felt 
that Registration by the State would afford the 
public a guarantee of the training a nurse had 
received. Also, nurses themselves had been 
hardly used, and State Registration would for 
them be a measure of justice, 

I 

THE MIDLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Other members of the deputation having spoken, 

Dr. Langley Browne, who also represented the 
Midland Medical Society, said that it was only 

-those who lived in the provinces who were really 
able to realise the danger of untrained nurses. 
In  the provinces, nurses were frequently sent out 
by companies, and the only remedy for the main- 
tenance of professional, as apart from commercial, 
standards, was by their registration by the State. 
The present scheme was an attempt to make 
another corner in nurses on a larger scale. Lawyers, 
doctors, and even the clergy managed their own 
affairs, and the most acceptable method of organi- 
sation for nurses would be a well-considered 
measme of State Registration. 

THE MA‘TRONS’ COUNC~L AND THE LEAGUE 
OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL NURSES. 

Miss Isla Stewart, on behalf of the Matrons’ 
Council and the League of St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital Nurses, said that those whom she repre- 
sented considered that the government of nurses 
should be largely in their own hands. 

When the intentions of the City Financiers were 
made public, the Matrons’ Council and the Socicty 
for the State Registration of Trained Nurses con- 
jointly convened a public meeting, held a t  20, 
Hanover Square, when resolutions, emphatically 
protesting against the attempt of thc Signatories 
to  the Memorandum of the proposed Society ta 
obtain control over nurses were passed. 

The reasons why the Societies which she repre- 
sented objected were that the signatories were 
gentlemen who had no expert knowledge of nursing 
and that no provision was made for the direct 
representation of nurses on its Governing Body. 
They were of opinion that the powers sought for 
could not be usefully or successfully exercised 
except by a body composed of professional persons, 
upon which trained nurses had direct and sufficient 
representation. 

The Government of the Nursing Profession was 
not a philanthropic scheme. There were large 
numbers of nurses, fully-trained, competent to  
carry out the necessary work, and to  defray their 
own expenses. 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REGISTRATION 
OF TRAINED NURSES. 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick said :- 
I have been deputed t o  represent the Socicty 

for the State Registration of Trained Nurses, 
which numbers ‘upwards of 1,500 Matrons 
and nurses, and the object of which is ‘ I  To 
obtain an Act of Parliament providing 
for the Legal Registration of Trained Nurses,” 
to place before the Board of Trade the reasons 
which appear to the Society to  be of the 
utmost importance why its licence should not be 
granted to the signatories of “ The Incorporated 
Society for Promoting the Higher Education and 
Training of Nurses,” which aims a t  instituting ;I. 
voluntary system of Registration of nurses. 

I. There is not amongst the signatories maliing 
application for powers, which, if granted, would 
involve questions affecting the education, examina- 
tion, certification, registration, discipline, and 
control of trained nurses, the name of one medical 

,practitioner, hospital Matron, or trained nurse, 
We submit that no laymen can determine, and 
should not, therefore, be granted powers to deter- 
mine, questions involving techrzical ’ and highly- 
specialised piofessional matters, a principle recog- 
nised in connection with all professions. 

2. Although the Articles of Association provide 
that the Council, or Governing Body, shall consist 
of physicians, surgeons, and trained nurses, the 
Articles make no definite provision as to  the 
numbers of each profession, nor that the nursing 
members should be directly elected by the nurses 
whom they are to govern. Mv Societv regards. 
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